Relatives Wait ; 
To Know Fate; 
Of Loved Ones 

Associated Press 

The letter reached Rosa Polk from" 
her sister: “A gorgeous place .. . I 
just love it here.” It was dated Nov. 7. 

The “gorgeous place” was Jones- 
town, Guyana — where, last weekend, 
some 400 persons died in mass suicide 
evidently led by their cult’s founder, 
the Rev. Jim Jones. 

The note arrived in Memphis, 
Tenn., on Monday — and only added to 
Rosa Polk’s agony. 

“I just want to see if she is one of 
the living or one of the dead,” Mrs. 
Polk said. 

That is a mystery haunting hun- 
dreds of American families, with rela- 
tives who belonged to Jones’ Peoples 
Temple and had followed him to his 
agricultural commune in Guyana. 

Those families are among the vic- 
tims of the tragedy. Here are .some 
glimpses of what they are thinking: 

Samantha Tucker of Tulsa, whose 
mother, Mary Rogers, was with the 
group, was told by the State Depart- 
ment before last weekend that her 
mother was alive. But the two women 
hadn’t spoken in four months. 

“They couldn’t talk on the phone,” 
Mrs. Tucker said. “They couldn’t 
hardly write or send messages. All 
their mail, all their passports and all 
their money was kept by him (Jones .” 
The mass suicide, she said, “wasn’t 
any surprise. I know they were sup- 
posed to commit suicide if anything 
ever happened to him.” 

Flora Scott, 60, of Muskogee, Okla, I 
doesn’t understand why her daughter, •' 
Doris .Lewis, 38, of San , Francisco, - 
joined the group and took seven child- : 
ren to Guyana. “I’ve been to some of 
the meetings but I didn’t think too : 
much of Jim Jones. I thought he was - 
just brainwashing the people and tak- : 
ing their money,” Mrs. Scott said. : 

•Daisy Chaffin of Springfield, Ohio, ; 
speaks of her own six-month stay at ' 
the Peoples Temple in San Francisco : 
as she awaits news of her daughter, ■ 
Patricia Chaffin Parks, 44, son-in-law • 
Jerry Parks, 46, and two of their three 
children. “There were good things at : 
the temple,” she says. “A hospital and : 
food for the poor.” Jones, she said, • 
“seemed like a nice fellow, always • 


having breakfasts and dinners for the 

1 CV r 'J 3 ? he made fun of God, I 
think. I kind of ignored it, but then I 
decided I didn’t need Jimmy Jones 
and his temple. I think he was trying 

Som^ 6 th !, m think he was Je sus.” 
Some reports have said a temple 

Pmdr^h Satur day was Patricia 

arks, but Mrs. Chaffin says the age 
given— 18— indicates that Patricias 
daughter Brenda, 18, may have been 

confused with her. 

re- T i^,? ey ' J oIm Moore, pastor of the 
First Methodist Church in Reno, Nev 
wonders about the fates of two daugh- 

ton 4“?, e> 2i ’ and Carol y n Lay- 
ton, 33, former wife of Larry Layton 

who was arrested after Sturday’s air- ' 
port shootings. “Larry was such a : 
mild, lovable, passive darling. It’s ■ 
, ha fwi° keLeve he could be involved : 
with this, ’ said Moore’s wife Barbara • 
it s one of the mysteries of life.” The ’ 
minister and his wife visited Jones- i 
wn last May. “We were favorably ■' 
impressed with the way they had ■ 
cleared so much land, and with the ? 
child care and health services,” Moore 

spelts.— 0136 seemedt0 ^ iZ good i 

^ ^e Rev. Robert B. I 
Hicks, 76, hoped his two daughters f 

and two grandsons were safe and won- ■ 

dered what had happened to change : 
Jones since Hicks had shared the plat- ; 

him three years ago, when ' 
he had an attitude and a spirit that • 
reproach.” His wife Mary 
agreed but said she hadn’t heard : 
from her daughter Shirley in six 
months, and only had a three-minute ‘ 
phone conversation with her daughter I 
Martha about two months ago. That ; 
call alarmed Hicks, because Martha " 
only talked about “clouds, eggs and i 
the weather,” ahswering no other : 
questions. It was a peculiar conversa- ’ 
tlon at tlle time,” his wife noted. “But " 
we thought nothing about interpreting ’ 
it until we heard about the trouble.” S '~ 



